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2nd Advent- B 
 
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; 2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8 
 
Homilies are vehicles for breaking open the Word of God.  First read the Sunday 
readings at: http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/120411.cfm 
 
Last week, we heard, “Be alert.  Watch.  The Lord is coming.” 
This week we hear, “Prepare the way of the Lord; make straight his paths.” 
 
We are preparing for a lot this season.  One can hear the hum of activity around us 
as everything is building up to a pitch.   
 
We’ve just had Black Friday and Cyber Monday when our nation’s retailers, God 
bless them, after 11 months can show a positive figure on their balance sheets.  Our 
cities have had their parades preparing the way for Santa.  Our airwaves are filled 
with the joy of Christmas carols.  We decorate our homes and search for the perfect 
gift for this loved one or another.  Our country’s spirits are uplifted in a communal 
act of embracing hope and peace and joy amid all the hub-bub.  And all of this is 
good. 
 
John the Baptist, the voice in the wilderness, is also calling us to prepare, but in a 
different way. He is quoting today’s Isaiah passage which describes that preparation 
as filling in every valley and making low every mountain and hill.  For Isaiah, this 
was making a way for the Lord who was going to deliver his chosen people from 
their exile in Babylon and restore them to their homes in Jerusalem.   
 
For John the Baptist, though, the geography of valleys, mountains, hills, rugged land 
and rough country existed in the human heart.   
 
You have a clue what that means for your heart.  There are hills in there that you 
have grown used to.  My psychologist brother-in-law says it is beyond imagination 
how much pain a human being will choose to endure before they will risk change.  
We sometimes just make a pact with that pain, kind of a Cold War-ish… assurance of 
mutual destruction.   
 
We have mountains, too, that block hope for any future, obstructions which we feel 
powerless to conquer.  We also have our barren, desolate places where we have lost 
sight of making sense of anything, as if anything was worth it.   
 
And so is John asking you to just get over it and let Jesus in?  Not quite.  I have found 
that one of the biggest lies in the world is the ad campaign of “Just do it.”  No one can 
“just do it”.  We are just players who just practice day in and day out for the next 
day’s practice. 
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John is asking us to repent, to re-orientate our thinking., to turn our thinking away 
from what detours us and to turn toward God.  This is done by “conducting 
yourselves in holiness and devotion” as suggested by today’s Letter of Saint Peter.  
Can you imagine that with the conversion of our hearts that we could hope for a 
world where “justice and peace shall kiss”?  This, though, we cannot do on our own.  
We need God’s help to conduct ourselves in holiness.  We need help to repent.   
 
John demonstrated this physically by baptism in water.  By bathing in God’s grace 
our twists and turns, lows and highs are made straight in preparation of God making 
his way into the core of our very being. 
 
Mark makes this clearer as his story continues. 
 

It happened in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized in the Jordan by John. 

 
On coming up out of the water he saw the heavens being torn open and the 
Spirit, like a dove, descending upon him. 
 
 And a voice came from the heavens, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am 
well pleased.”  (Mk 1:9-11) 

 
In our immersion in God’s grace, in his Word and in the Blessed Sacrament, our 
hearts are made straight and level, we are prepared to hear those very same words 
addressed to ourselves, “You are my beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
God is burning with desire to say this to you.  Will you allow him?  Will you prepare 
your heart to hear him? 
 
What is the winding way in your heart?  What are the heights of obstacles to letting 
God in? What are the low places that you refuse to discard?  Allow your baptism to 
turn you toward that voice in heaven calling you his child.  Let God help.  One way is 
to take advantage of the gift of the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Allow God to help 
straighten out the twists and turns of your heart.   
 
This Advent we celebrate Jesus’ coming.  Incarnate, he came to Bethleham.  We are 
watchful for his 2nd coming.  And today, we open our hearts to him—in hearing the 
Word, in communion at this altar, and by embracing Jesus in the person next to us, 
in front of us and behind us.   
 
Remember, “You are my beloved.”  God says so. 
 
 


